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Thank you Chairman Engel and Ranking Member Burton for your leadership on issues vital to
the needs of the Caribbean people. I also want to thank Chairman Berman, for allowing me to
testify.

I want to commend all of my colleagues who have joined me to testify today. And I want to
thank the staff, particularly Jason Steinbaum for organizing this hearing.

As a member of the Foreign Affairs committee and a former member of the Western Hemisphere
Subcommittee, I appreciate the opportunity to be here with you.

I will briefly offer my thoughts on the crisis in Haiti caused by the recent hurricanes and draw
some comparisons to the situation in Grenada after hurricane Ivan in 2004. I also want to offer
some potential long term solutions to address some of the systemic problems in Haiti.

As my colleagues have mentioned, the situation in Haiti is dire. Like much of the Caribbean and
the United States, the recent hurricanes have devastated Haiti.

The storms caused massive flooding, mud slides, damaged infrastructure, destroyed bridges, and
led to hundreds of deaths.

Most of the port city of Gonaives, the second largest city after Port-au-Prince, remains under
water. Although the destruction of Gonaives is probably the most visible, the damage in Haiti
extends far inland to the mountainous and rural areas throughout the Central Plateau.

As the water begins to subside, the people of Haiti are now struggling with the spread of both air
and water-borne diseases. Cases of malnutrition in children are rising as reports indicate that
there is not enough food to feed the hungry and access to clean water is scarce.

Clearly, the people of Haiti are in need of emergency assistance.

The Government of Haiti has specifically asked for $400 million in aid to help in the wake of
this disaster. In addition, President Preval has asked for at least 25 helicopters with pilots to help
the country get food to storm victims in remote areas.

President Preval has also called for the United States to grant Temporary Protective Status (TPS)
to Haitians in the United States.

By helping Haiti with these requests, we can stand in solidarity with its people during this
difficult time.


