
Challenging China on Missile Minerals 
 
5/12 Whither Heat-Seeking Missiles? (National Journal) 
In the last decade, China has cornered the market on rare earth minerals, a range of 17 metallic 
elements necessary for heat-seeking missiles, submarine sonar, night-vision goggles and a host 
of other defense technologies. The Pentagon, alarmed that Beijing controls 97 percent of the 
world's supply, has begun combing the globe for rare earth minerals to add to its stockpile. The 
good news? The U.S. has plenty of untapped rare earth reserves. The bad news? There's still no 
plan to mine them -- and the Pentagon isn't even sure which minerals it needs. But can Molycorp 
take on China? Not even close, argued Jim Kennedy, president of Wings Enterprises, a rival 
mining company based in issouri.Kennedy and Missouri-based Wings Enterprises have the 
backing of Sen. Christopher "Kit" Bond, R-Mo., and Reps. Jo Ann Emerson, R-Mo., and Russ 
Carnahan, D-Mo. Bond wrote the Brazilian ambassador on April 30 to arrange a meeting between 
Kennedy and the Brazilian Ministry of Trade and Natural Resources. Bond has also reached out 
to the Defense Department and Energy Department to promote Wings Enterprises' plan. 
http://burnafterreading.nationaljournal.com/2010/05/china-rare-earth-minerals.php 
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