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Eni F. H. Faleomavaega

Chairman
The Subcommittee on Asia, the Pacific and the Global Environment

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Dr. Lisa Williams (202) 225-8577

Washington, D.C. FALEOMAVAEGA MEETS JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER TO
DISCUSS US-JAPAN RELATIONS, BASE ISSUES

The Chairman of the Subcommittee on Asia, the Pacific and the Global
Environment, Rep. Eni Faleomavaega, along with Rep. Mike Honda (D-CA) and Rep.
Joseph Cao (R-LA), visited Japan last week to hold discussions on U.S.-Japan relations
with some of the country’s key leaders. The Members visited Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama at his residence and held talks with Cabinet Minister Mizuho Fukushima, who
serves as Minister of State for Consumer Affairs, Food Safety, Social Affairs and Gender
Equality, as well as with Rep. Tomoko Abe, a member of the Social Democratic Party,
the second largest party in the ruling coalition. In addition, the group met Koichi
Takemasa, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.



Much of the discussion in the meetings focused on alliance relations, including
the planned relocation of a significant portion of American troops on Okinawa’s main
island to a new base on that island, as well as to Guam. Faleomavaega and Cao also
visited Hiroshima to view ground zero of the 1945 nuclear bombing of the city and the
adjacent Peace Museum.

“Prime Minister Hatoyama’s government represents the first significant change in
Japanese politics since the early 1990s. Our two countries share a close economic,
political and security relationship, and 2010 marks the 50th anniversary of the U.S.-Japan
Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security, which has helped provide stability
throughout the Asia Pacific region. Despite certain disagreements about basing issues, |
believe that the bilateral relationship remains vibrant and strong. My visit to Hiroshima,
meanwhile, reaffirmed my commitment to helping realize the ultimate goal of the Treaty
on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT): a world finally free of the scourge
of nuclear weapons,” Faleomavaega said.

“In 2006, the United States and Japan agreed on a ‘roadmap’ to strengthen the
bilateral alliance. In the aftermath of last year’s electoral victory by the Democratic Party
of Japan, the new Hatoyama Administration called for changes in the agreement
regarding the planned relocation of the Futenma Marine Air Station, currently in
Ginowan, Okinawa, to a less densely populated location on the main island. The move
from Futenma was to be the first part of a planned realignment of U.S. forces in Asia,
designed in part to reduce the footprint of U.S. forces on Okinawa by redeploying U.S.
Marines to new facilities in Guam,” Faleomavaega added.

“The goal has been to start construction on Guam by 2010 and to complete the
relocation of 8,000 marines and their 9,000 dependents from Okinawa to Guam by 2014.
On February 17, 2009, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton visited Tokyo to reaffirm the
plan with the previous Liberal Democratic Party-led government by signing the bilateral
‘Agreement between the Government of the United States of America and the
Government of Japan Concerning the Implementation of the Relocation of the III Marine
Expeditionary Force Personnel and Their Dependents from Okinawa to Guam.” That
agreement stipulated that of the estimated $10.3 billion cost of the facilities and
infrastructure development for the relocation to Guam, Japan would provide $6.09
billion, including up to $2.8 billion in direct cash contributions (in FY2008 dollars). The
United States committed to fund $3.2 billion plus about $1 billion for road construction.
The relocation to Guam has important economic, social and environmental implications
for Guam, as well as for those from the region seeking jobs created by the construction,
operation and maintenance of the planned facilities.”

“Last week, in a meeting held in Hawaii between Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and the new Japanese Government’s Foreign Minister, Katsuya Okada, the two
sides agreed to shelve the Futenma issue until May and start talks on deepening the
bilateral alliance. On January 19, 2010, the day marking the 50th anniversary of the
signing of the Security Treaty, the Japanese and U.S. governments released a joint
statement proclaiming that ‘the U.S.-Japan Alliance plays an indispensable role in



ensuring the security and prosperity of both the United States and Japan, as well as
regional peace and stability. The Alliance is rooted in our shared values, democratic
ideals, respect for human rights, rule of law and common interests. The Alliance has
served as the foundation of our security and prosperity for the past half century and the
Ministers are committed to ensuring that it continues to be effective in meeting the
challenges of the twenty-first century.” The joint statement also notes that the two
countries ‘endorse ongoing efforts to maintain our deterrent capabilities in a changing
strategic landscape, including appropriate stationing of U.S. forces, while reducing the
impact of bases on local communities, including Okinawa.’”

“On the same day, Prime Minister Hatoyama issued an additional statement
noting that, ‘The U.S.-Japan security arrangements continue to be indispensable not only
for the defense of Japan alone, but also for the peace and prosperity of the entire Asia-
Pacific region. Under a security environment in which there still exist uncertainty and
unpredictability, the presence of the U.S. Forces based on the Treaty will continue to
function as a public good by creating a strong sense of security to the countries in the
region.””

“As Chairman of the Subcommittee with jurisdiction over U.S.-Japan relations, I
will be following developments affecting the bilateral relationship closely, including
basing issues affecting Okinawa and Guam, and will hold an oversight hearing on these
matters in the near future,” Faleomavaega concluded.

-- End --



